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Our members 
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Agriculture today

• Agriculture is an inherently risky business. It is the most 
volatile industry in Australia. 

• The value of agriculture was $58b in 2018-19, below the 
2016-17 value of $62b.

• Decreased rainfall, rainfall at the wrong time and drought 
have serious consequences. 

• Community trust is important. We operate in environment 
where trust is at an all time low. Community perceptions can 
affect market behaviour and investment. National Agriculture Day 2018 Photo Competition winner

3

We don’t inherit the planet, we borrow it…
Hawke 1989



Farmers are at the coal face of climate change

• Climate change is a major risk.

• Farmers manage over 50% of the Australian landscape. 

• Climate change can increase risk to the sector through:
o More intense and severe droughts
o High water prices
o Increased volatility of farm income
o Loss of productive land
o Relocation of industries 

• But we are well positioned to meet the challenge!
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Our 2030 Roadmap targets

Capital and Risk 
Management

• 90% of family farms 

which have 2+ 

generations working in 

the business have a 

documented 

succession plan.

• Year on year increase in 

equity investment in 

Australian farm 

businesses.

• 90% of Australia’s 

farmers employing 

multiple financial tools 

to manage risk.

People and Communities

• Double the number of 

tertiary and vocational 

agriculture graduates.

• Increase the available work 

force by 25%.

• Achieve gender parity in the 

agricultural workforce, and 

double the number of 

women in management 

roles.

• Zero farm fatalities.

• Close the farmer wellbeing 

gap.

Customers and the Value 
Chain

• Agriculture is ranked 

Australia's most trusted 

industry.

• Australia's freight cost per 

tonne-kilometre is 

competitive with major 

agricultural exporting 

nations.

• An average tariff faced by 

agricultural exports of 5%.

• A 50% reduction in 

agriculture exports 

experiencing non-tariff 

barriers each year.

Unlocking Innovation

• Australia becomes a Top 20 

nation for innovation 

efficiency.

• Every Australian farm has 

access to infrastructure and 

skills to connect to the 

Internet of Things.

• Australia's farm energy 

sources are 50% renewable 

by 2030.

Growing 
Sustainably

• The net benefit for 

ecosystem services is equal 

to 5% of farm revenue.

• Australian agriculture is 

trending towards carbon 

neutrality by 2030.

• Maintain Australia's total 

farmed area at 2018 levels.

• Halve food waste by 2030.
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Priority Ask: Establish a $1 Billion Ecosystem Services Fund

✓ Bipartisan support for the Murray Darling Basin Plan

✓ Adequately resource the Emissions Reduction Fund

✓ Help agriculture reach carbon neutrality

✓ Implement the National Forest Industries Plan

✓ Commit to tackle food waste and insecurity

Growing sustainably

6



1. Climate Risk – Climate and Energy

• We have policies:
1. Energy
2. Electricity
3. Climate Change

• Opportunity for agriculture to contribute reduce 
emissions in the energy sector. 

• We have a 50 per cent target for renewables by 
2030!

• We continue to call for a national energy policy.
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2. Climate Risk - Diversifying income

• Carbon market 
o $2 billion Climate Solutions Fund
o More money to improve existing methods

• Establishing a natural capital market
o $30 million pilot agriculture biodiversity 

stewardship program
o Natural capital estimated $6 trillion in 

Australia (ABS, 2018)

• Seeking $1 billion environmental 
stewardship fund 
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3. Climate Risk - Managing adverse impacts

• Key to mitigating impact is preparation. 
Farmers need various tools to manage risk.

• We have worked to improve existing drought 
measure:

o Farm Household Allowance
o Drought Concessional Loans
o FarmHub

• We are working to develop a comprehensive 
national drought policy.
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Telling our story

• We are pushing the climate change agenda in a direction 
that helps farmers reduce risk. But this is only one aspect. 
There is a good story…

• The agriculture sector has plenty of success stories to tell. 
o 59% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions in the 

agricultural sector between 2002 and 2015 (ABS, 2018).
o 56% reduction in absolute emissions in the red meat 

sector between 2005 and 2016 (RMAC 2019). 
o This year marks 30 years of National Landcare in which 

farmers continue to engage.
o Meet Kyoto Targets.
o And more!
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Telling our story

• We are working on an exciting initiative to tell these 
story. 

• The project aims to reconnect the Australian 
community with agriculture and rural Australia to 
improve awareness and appreciation of modern 
Australian agriculture. 

• We will work with key stakeholders to tell our great 
stories.

• Our industry must work harder at maintaining trust. 
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Thank you
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